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(57) ABSTRACT

Present example embodiments relate generally to a ground
transportation system for interacting with one or more
vehicles, the vehicle comprising at least one magnetic ele-
ment fixedly attached to the vehicle, each magnetic element
operable to generate a magnetic field having a first magni-
tude and a first direction, the system comprising a magnetic
coil assembly fixedly positioned near an area traversable by
the vehicle and comprising a core and a magnetic wire coil
wrapped around the core, the magnetic coil assembly oper-
able to generate a magnetic field having a second magnitude
and a second direction; and an energy storage unit operable
to release energy to and store energy from the magnetic coil
assembly.
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1
REGENERATIVE ENERGY SYSTEM FOR
GROUND TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application is a divisional of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/684,210, filed on Nov. 22, 2012, which application is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to ground trans-
portation vehicles, including those for use in fixed, variably
fixed, and unfixed routes, such as trains, roller coasters, and
other ground transportation vehicles.

BACKGROUND

Ground transportation vehicles, including those that oper-
ate on the ground and above or under the ground (examples
include those that travel in, on, and/or through roads,
bridges, rail systems, tunnels, water, and levitated above
ground such as Magl.ev trains) (hereinafter “ground trans-
portation vehicles”), are used in a multitude of applications
based on, among other things, user requirements, budgets,
and intended or anticipated use. As such, ground transpor-
tation vehicles will comprise fundamentally distinct under-
lying technologies.

Automated and semi-automated ground transportation
vehicles are generally used in applications that require
transporting of cargo and/or persons along one or more fixed
or variably fixed routes. For example, trains have been
widely employed for use in transporting cargo and/or per-
sons between two or more points, such as stations, along
fixed or variably fixed routes. Oftentimes, the route of
ground transportation vehicles are formed in a closed-ended
or open-ended manner so as to return the ground transpor-
tation vehicles back to the same point of origin. In such
applications, the ground transportation vehicles along such
routes may stop at one or more points in between the point
of origin, or may not stop at all. For example, public
commuter trains traverse fixed routes and make frequent
stops at and/or in between subway stations along their
routes. Much larger and heavier cargo trains also travel
along fixed or variably fixed routes and may make frequent
planned and/or unplanned stops, such as to pick up or unload
cargo and at traffic signals. High-speed magnetic levitation
(MaglLev) trains, which utilize magnetic levitation to levi-
tate, move, and direct trains at very high speeds and accel-
eration, are becoming increasingly used in many parts of the
world, including North America, Europe, and Asia. Roller-
coasters are an example of very fast ground transportation
vehicles used in transporting persons back to the same point
of origin, although such transportation generally involves
much higher acceleration/deceleration and greater elevation
changes, and are intended for a different purpose—thrill
from the speed, high elevation drops, and quick and abrupt
stops.

Differences between the various types of ground trans-
portation vehicles, such as those described above, include
the fundamentally distinct underlying systems and methods
used to operate the vehicles, rate of acceleration, top speed,
rate of deceleration, and overall mass of the collective
vehicle. On the other hand, commonalities between the
different types of ground transportation vehicles include the
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significant amount of energy expended to operate the
vehicles, including starting, accelerating, decelerating, and
stopping.

Despite recent advances in energy efficiency of ground
transportation vehicles, including those pertaining to starting
a vehicle from a stationary position, accelerating a vehicle,
and maintaining speed of a moving vehicle, it is recognized
herein that the operation of certain conventional vehicles can
be improved, and overall energy consumption can be sub-
stantially reduced as a result.

SUMMARY

Present example embodiments relate generally to a
ground transportation system for interacting with one or
more vehicles such as the cars of a rollercoaster, where at
least some of the vehicles comprise at least one magnetic
element fixedly attached to them. These magnetic elements
are operable to generate a magnetic field having a first
magnitude and a first direction relative to the vehicles’
motion.

Along the system’s path, such as at points along a track
for trains and rollercoasters or at other areas such as inter-
sections, turns, inclines, declines, and traffic lights, the
magnetic elements on the vehicles interact with one or more
fixedly positioned magnetic coil assemblies fixedly posi-
tioned near the path or other area traversable by the vehicle.
Such fixedly positioned magnetic coil assemblies comprise
a core and a magnetic wire coil wrapped around the core, the
magnetic coil assembly operable to generate a magnetic field
having a second direction relative to the vehicles’ motion.

Further included in the described ground transportation
systems are one or more energy storage units operable to
release energy to and store energy from the fixedly posi-
tioned magnetic coil assemblies. The vehicles are accord-
ingly operable to accelerate when the vehicles are proximate
to a magnetic coil assembly and when the energy storage
unit releases energy to the magnetic coil assembly to gen-
erate the second-direction magnetic field. The vehicles are
further operable to decelerate when the vehicles are proxi-
mate to a magnetic coil assembly and when the first-
direction magnetic field causes the magnetic coil assembly
to generate the second-direction magnetic field.

In another exemplary embodiment, a ground transporta-
tion system is operable to interact with vehicles that include
at least one magnetic element fixedly attached to the vehicle.
The magnetic element of the vehicle is operable to generate
a magnetic field having a first magnitude and a first direc-
tion. Along the system’s path, such as at points along a track
for trains and rollercoasters or at other areas such as inter-
sections, turns, inclines, declines, and traffic lights, one or
more fixedly positioned magnetic coil assemblies are fixedly
positioned near the path or other area traversable by the
vehicle. Such fixedly positioned magnetic coil assemblies
comprise a core and a magnetic wire coil wrapped around
the core, the magnetic coil assembly operable to generate a
magnetic field having a second direction relative to the
vehicles’ motion.

Further included in the described ground transportation
systems are one or more energy storage units operable to
release energy to and store energy from the fixedly posi-
tioned magnetic coil assemblies. The vehicles are accord-
ingly operable to accelerate when the vehicles are proximate
to a magnetic coil assembly and when the energy storage
unit releases energy to the magnetic coil assembly to gen-
erate the second-direction magnetic field.



US 9,457,687 B2

3

In another exemplary embodiment, a ground transporta-
tion system is operable to interact with vehicles that include
at least one magnetic element fixedly attached to the vehicle.
The magnetic element of the vehicle is operable to generate
a magnetic field having a first magnitude and a first direc-
tion. Along the system’s path, such as at points along a track
for trains and rollercoasters or at other areas such as inter-
sections, turns, inclines, declines, and traffic lights, one or
more fixedly positioned magnetic coil assemblies are fixedly
positioned near the path or other area traversable by the
vehicle. Such fixedly positioned magnetic coil assemblies
comprise a core and a magnetic wire coil wrapped around
the core, the magnetic coil assembly operable to generate a
magnetic field having a second direction relative to the
vehicles’ motion.

Further included in the described ground transportation
systems are one or more energy storage units operable to
release energy to and store energy from the fixedly posi-
tioned magnetic coil assemblies. The vehicles are accord-
ingly operable to decelerate when the vehicles are proximate
to a magnetic coil assembly and when the first-direction
magnetic field causes the magnetic coil assembly to generate
the second-direction magnetic field.

In another exemplary embodiment, a method is described
for recovering energy from a moving ground transportation
vehicle. The method includes a moving vehicle generating a
first magnetic field having a first magnitude and a first
direction. The first magnetic field of the moving vehicle
induces an electric current and a second magnetic field
having a second direction in a magnetic coil assembly. In
this embodiment, the magnetic coil assembly is fixedly
positioned at a stationary point within an area traversed by
the vehicle. The magnetic coil assembly is operable to
convert the induced electric current into energy storable in
an energy storage unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure, example embodiments, and their advantages, reference
is now made to the following description taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which like refer-
ence numbers indicate like features, and:

FIG. 1 is an exemplary embodiment of a system for
energy regeneration comprising a ground transportation
vehicle, magnetic coil assembly, and energy storage assem-
bly;

FIG. 2A is an exemplary embodiment of a magnetic coil
assembly and energy storage assembly;

FIG. 2B is an exemplary embodiment of a magnetic coil
assembly and energy storage assembly;

FIG. 3A is an exemplary embodiment of a magnetic coil
assembly and energy storage assembly;

FIG. 3B is an exemplary embodiment of a magnetic coil
assembly and energy storage assembly;

FIG. 4A is an exemplary embodiment of a system for
energy regeneration comprising a ground transportation
vehicle, magnetic coil assembly, and energy storage assem-
bly;

FIG. 4B is an exemplary embodiment of a system for
energy regeneration comprising a ground transportation
vehicle, magnetic coil assembly, and energy storage assem-
bly;

FIG. 5 is an exemplary embodiment of a system for
energy regeneration comprising a ground transportation
vehicle, magnetic coil assembly, and energy storage assem-
bly;
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FIG. 6 is an exemplary embodiment of a system for
energy regeneration comprising a ground transportation
vehicle, magnetic coil assembly, and energy storage assem-
bly;

FIG. 7 is an exemplary embodiment of a system for
energy regeneration comprising a ground transportation
vehicle, magnetic coil assembly, and energy storage assem-
bly; and

FIG. 8 is an exemplary embodiment of instrumentation
operable to measure acceleration.

Although similar reference numbers may be used to refer
to similar elements for convenience, it can be appreciated
that each of the various example embodiments may be
considered to be distinct variations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will now be described hereinafter
with reference to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part hereof, and which illustrate example embodiments
which may be practiced. As used in the disclosures and the
appended claims, the terms “example embodiment,” “exem-
plary embodiment.” and “present embodiment” do not nec-
essarily refer to a single embodiment, although they may,
and various example embodiments may be readily combined
and interchanged, without departing from the scope or spirit
of example embodiments. Furthermore, the terminology as
used herein is for the purpose of describing example
embodiments only and is not intended to be limitations. In
this respect, as used herein, the term “in” may include “in”
and “on”, and the terms “a,” “an” and “the” may include
singular and plural references. Furthermore, as used herein,
the term “by” may also mean “from”, depending on the
context. Furthermore, as used herein, the term “if” may also
mean “when” or “upon,” depending on the context. Further-
more, as used herein, the words “and/or” may refer to and
encompass any and all possible combinations of one or more
of the associated listed items.

Various methods and systems have been developed for
use in operating the various different types of ground trans-
portation vehicles, including fixed route and variably fixed-
route vehicles such as trains and roller coasters. Hereinafter,
references to “starting” a vehicle, or the like, will refer to
moving and accelerating the vehicle from a stationary posi-
tion; references to “accelerating” a vehicle, or the like, will
refer to increasing the speed of a moving vehicle in the same
direction of motion, and can also include starting a station-
ary vehicle in motion; references to “stopping” a vehicle, or
the like, will refer to slowing or decelerating a non-station-
ary vehicle toward or to a stationary position; and references
to “decelerating” a vehicle, or the like, will refer to decreas-
ing the speed of a moving vehicle, and can also include
bringing a moving vehicle toward or near a stationary
position. Although example embodiments herein are
described with reference to trains and/or rollercoasters, it is
to be understood that example embodiments are also appli-
cable to various other forms of ground transportation
vehicles, including monorails, streetcars, and non-fixed
route vehicles such as trucks and cars.

Examples of systems presently used to start certain
ground transportation vehicles include motor-based systems,
such as induction motor systems, hydraulic-based systems,
flywheel-based systems, and mass-induced-based systems
for rollercoasters, such as drop tower systems. Examples of
present systems used to decelerate and stop certain ground
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transportation vehicles include friction-based systems, such
as brake pads on the vehicles, skid braking systems, and fin
braking systems.

As known in the art, induction motor-based systems are
generally operable to start and accelerate movement of a
vehicle by passing current from an energy source on the
vehicle through a stator assembly (or conductor) so as to
create a magnetic field opposite to an induced magnetic field
of'a corresponding rotor assembly (or reaction plate). During
a start operation, a sufficient electric current is passed
through the stator assembly, and a magnetic field becomes
generated or induced by the stator assembly. The rotor
assembly subsequently becomes induced with current in
accordance with Lenz’s law, and the rotor assembly is
operable to generate an opposing magnetic field to the
magnetic field generated by the stator assembly. The oppos-
ing magnetic fields cooperate to create a repulsive force
operable to cause the vehicle to move in a particular direc-
tion. In practice, the stator assembly will comprise a plu-
rality of stator elements arranged adjacent to each other so
as to cooperatively repel, or “push,” and to start and/or
increase the acceleration of the vehicle in a specified direc-
tion.

Induction motor-based systems have emerged as the sys-
tem of choice for certain ground transportation vehicles due
to, among other reasons, lower energy consumption, achiev-
able high acceleration, and the ability to control the start and
acceleration of the vehicle by varying the strength of the
magnetic fields, which relates directly to the amount of
current provided to the stator assembly.

In contrast, hydraulic-based start systems are generally
known in the art to operate on the general principle of
storing energy into one or more hydraulic accumulators.
Each hydraulic accumulator comprises a piston operable to
separate hydraulic fluid from a gas, such as nitrogen. In
operation, hydraulic fluid is injected from a hydraulic stor-
age tank into one side of the piston, thereby compressing the
other side comprising the gas. To create acceleration, the
highly pressurized hydraulic fluid is released from the
hydraulic accumulators into motors on a large winch. A
cable is wound around the winch and attached to a catch car,
which is attached to the vehicle, such as a train. Once the
vehicle reaches a certain speed, the catch car releases from
the vehicle and returns to its original position.

Presently, ground transportation vehicles, such as trains
and rollercoasters, achieve deceleration and stopping using
various different types of friction-based braking systems. In
general, friction-based systems operate under substantively
the same principle as those used in automobiles, comprising
a stationary surface (such as a brake pad in a car) operable
to be pressed by the operator against a moving surface (such
as a wheel of a car). Friction is then created so as to reduce
the relative motion of and/or stop the vehicle. In respect to
trains, the braking system is generally mounted on the train
itself in a manner similar to a car, and the brakes are applied
directly to the wheels of the train when deceleration or
stopping is desired. In respect to rollercoasters, fin brakes
are presently the most popular type of friction-based braking
system. In general, a fin brake system comprises a fin on the
underside of the rollercoaster vehicle and friction pads on
the rails of the rollercoaster track. To stop the rollercoaster
vehicle, the friction pads are operable to squeeze the fin as
the vehicle passes by so as to slow down or stop the vehicle.
Skid brakes, which were popular prior to the widespread use
of fin brakes and are still used in some rollercoasters today,
generally comprise one or more elongated strips of material,
such as wood, that are positioned near or in between the rails
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of the track. In operation, to stop an incoming train or
rollercoaster, the strips are operable to be pushed upwards so
as to make contact with the underside of the moving vehicle
and bring the vehicle to a stop.

A common disadvantage of conventional friction-based
braking systems, including those described above, include
the variances in braking performance and effectiveness, such
as those caused when environmental conditions, such as
rain, snow, or heat, are not ideal.

It is recognized herein that the various types of ground
transportation vehicles in use today, including those
described above, operate on fundamentally distinct under-
lying systems and methods. Selection from among the
various different technologies is generally based on the
required or anticipated rates of acceleration/deceleration, top
speed, weight/size/quantity of cargo and/or passengers,
travel conditions (such as environmental conditions), eleva-
tion changes, etc. Many of these vehicles, particularly those
requiring fast acceleration/deceleration, heavy cargo loads,
large number of passengers, and/or steep elevation changes,
require a significant amount of energy to start and accelerate
the vehicle.

Despite recent advances in energy efficiency, including
those pertaining to starting a vehicle from a stationary
position and accelerating the vehicle, it is recognized herein
that certain conventional ground transportation systems can
be operationally improved, and overall energy consumption
can be substantially reduced as a result.

FIGS. 1, 2A-B, 3A-B, 4A-B, and 5-7 depict example
embodiments of ground transportation system 100 compris-
ing ground transportation vehicle 1 having one or more
magnetic elements (here illustrated as two magnetic ele-
ments 2A and 2B), at least one magnetic coil assembly 10
fixedly installed in an adjacent and spaced out manner along
travel route 50 (here illustrated as a plurality of magnetic
coil assemblies along rails of a track) at one or more
predetermined points (such as a station, a traffic light, an
area having a different speed limit, or an area having a
change in elevation), and energy storage assembly 20 com-
prising transformer/rectifier unit 30 and storage unit 40.

Ground transportation vehicle 1 comprises one or more
magnetic elements 2A and 2B, each of which can comprise
one or more strong permanent magnets, electromagnets, a
combination of permanent magnets and electromagnets, or
the like, mounted near or adjacent to a side, such as the
underside, of vehicle 1. In an example embodiment, as
illustrated in FIG. 4B, vehicle 1 comprises two magnetic
elements 2A and 2B fixedly arranged in an adjacent and
spaced out 3 manner. It is to be understood that some
example embodiments can comprise more than two mag-
netic elements arranged in one or a plurality of rows. Each
of the magnetic elements 2A and 2B comprise at least one
magnetic element stacked in such a way that the orientation
of the collective stack of magnetic elements has either like
or opposing poles. In an example embodiment shown in
FIG. 4B wherein magnetic coil assemblies 10 are fixedly
installed directly under the path of movement of vehicle 1 on
route 50, each of the magnetic elements 2A and 2B are
mounted on or proximate to the underside of vehicle 1 and
comprise four magnetic elements stacked in such a way that
the orientation of the collective stack of magnetic elements
have opposing poles. It is recognized herein that such a
configuration has been found to provide for improved
energy consumption, efficiency, and recovery (to be
described later).

In an example embodiment, each of the magnetic coil
assemblies 10 comprise a core 11 having a width, of the core
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11 comprising material(s) capable of having electromagnetic
properties under an electric field, or the like, and a series of
magnetic wire coils 12 wrapped around the core 11.
Example materials of the magnetic coil assemblies 10
include magnetic material(s), material(s) capable of having
electromagnetic properties under an electric field, highly
permeable material(s), rare earth metals such as neodymium,
samarium, yttrium, lanthanum, praseodymium, promethium,
gadolinium, and dysprosium, aluminum, electrically insula-
tive ferrite, iron, cobalt, nickel, manganese, chromium, and
metamaterials. It is to be understood that the above example
materials have been presented by way of example only, and
are not limiting. Thus, the breadth and scope of the example
embodiments described herein should not be limited by any
of the above-described materials. In an example embodi-
ment, the magnetic coil assemblies 10 are fixedly positioned
in a row-like manner in the direction of route 50 and along
route 50, as illustrated in example embodiments of FIGS. 1,
2A-B, 4A-B, and 5-7. In this regard, the row of magnetic
coil assemblies can be installed in such a way as to interact
with the one or more magnetic elements of vehicle 1
(stationary and moving). It is to be understood that example
embodiments can comprise at least one of such rows of
magnetic coil assemblies installed in such a way as to
interact with the one or more magnetic elements of vehicle
1 (stationary and moving). In some embodiments, the mag-
netic coil assemblies 10 can also be fixedly positioned in the
direction of route 50 and on the sides of route 50, as
illustrated in FIGS. 3A-B. In such an embodiment, the
magnetic elements 2A and 2B of vehicle 1 can be corre-
spondingly fixedly positioned on the sides of vehicle 1. In
some embodiments, magnetic coil assemblies 10 can also be
fixedly positioned both directly under the path of movement
of vehicle 1 on route 50 and on the sides of route 50 (not
illustrated). In such an embodiment, the magnetic elements
2A and 2B of vehicle 1 will be correspondingly fixedly
positioned near the underside and/or on the sides of vehicle
1. In an example embodiment, the magnetic elements 2A
and 2B are positioned 3 in such a way that the spacing is
equal to approximately half the width of the core 11, which
is recognized herein to provide for improved energy con-
sumption, efficiency, and recovery (to be described later).
During a start and/or acceleration operation, energy stored
in storage unit 40 is converted by energy storage assembly
20 to kinetic energy for vehicle 1. Specifically, the stored
energy “activates” one or more magnetic coil assemblies 10,
including those proximate to stationary vehicle 1 (under,
sides, and/or top of vehicle 1), by supplying electric current
to the magnetic wire coils 12 of said one or more magnetic
coil assemblies 10. In some embodiments, a transformer/
rectifier unit 30 is provided between the magnetic coil
assemblies 10 and the energy storage unit 40. As illustrated
in the example embodiment of FIG. 4B, a magnetic field
becomes generated by the magnetic coil assemblies 10 as a
result. The cores 11 of the activated magnetic coil assem-
blies 10 direct the magnetic field toward the magnetic
elements 2A and 2B of vehicle 1. It is to be understood
herein that the strength and direction of the magnetic field
can be varied and/or flipped by, among other ways, varying
the strength, impedance/load, and/or direction of the sup-
plied electric current. Such can be predetermined/preset,
selectable based on the desired direction of motion of
vehicle 1, and/or automatically determined/set based on,
among other things, the desired vehicle speed/acceleration,
vehicle weight, known or expected route, known or expected
travel conditions, known or expected elevation changes, etc.
Correspondingly, magnetic elements 2A and 2B of vehicle 1
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are operable to generate an opposing magnetic field to the
magnetic field generated by the activated magnetic coil
assemblies 10. The opposing magnetic fields create a repul-
sive force operable to push vehicle 1 in a specified direction,
thereby transferring energy to vehicle 1 in the form of
kinetic energy. In example embodiments, the magnetic field
generated by magnetic elements 2A and 2B of vehicle 1 can
be persistent/continuous (ex. when magnetic elements 2A
and 2B are permanent magnets, always-on electromagnets,
or the like) and/or switchably or variably controllable (ex.
when magnetic elements 2A and 2B are electromagnets,
permanent magnets that can be magnetically shielded, a
combination of electromagnets and permanent magnets, or
the like). The activated magnetic coil assemblies 10 that
become positioned near, adjacent or proximate to vehicle 1
(such as under or on the sides of vehicle 1) as vehicle 1
moves/accelerates forward are operable to cooperatively
increase the acceleration of vehicle 1 by converting and
transferring additional energy to vehicle 1.

In example implementations conducted on vehicles, such
as rollercoasters, the acceleration and deceleration of the
vehicles were measured using a portable accelerometer
instrument 800, as illustrated in FIG. 8, capable of recording
acceleration and time histories. Referring to FIG. 8, the
3-axis accelerometer 801 used for the instrumentation pack-
age was an MMA7361 from Freescale. The operating volt-
age (VCC input 806) of the accelerometer 801 was set to
3.3V to match the data logger 803. The G-SEL 804 input of
the accelerometer 801, which sets the upper bound of
readable accelerations, was set at VCC. The SLEEP input
805, which initiates the accelerometer 801, was also set at
VCC. As with most accelerometers, the MMA7361 typically
records a negative 1 g from the earth’s gravitational field. In
this regard, the negative 1 g signal was used to calibrate the
accelerometer 801 and determine its initial orientation. The
data logger 803, the Logomatic v2, was powered by a 3.3V
voltage regulator 802. In a three-channel configuration, the
maximum sampling rate was 500 Hz and the specified
sampling rate was 400 Hz. Data from the data logger 803
was stored in a memory (not shown), such as an SD card.
The system was calibrated by placing the system perpen-
dicular to the earth’s gravitational field in the positive and
negative X, y, and z directions.

It is recognized herein that the at least one magnetic coil
assembly 10, which as described above are adjacently posi-
tioned in a spaced manner 3 along route 50, can cooperate
to achieve high acceleration rates and top speeds in an
energy efficient manner. This is achievable by appropriately
selecting system parameters and configurations based on,
among other things, required or anticipated rates of accel-
eration, top speed, weight/size of cargo, number of passen-
gers, travel conditions (such as environmental conditions),
elevation changes, etc. Selectable system parameters and
configurations can include the number of operable magnetic
elements in the vehicle (an example implementation for
varying the number of operable magnetic elements may
include magnetically shielding those magnetic elements that
are not required, and/or using electromagnets), the number
of magnetic units in each magnetic element, the collective
strength of each magnetic element, the orientation and/or
positioning of the magnetic elements relative to each other,
matching of magnetic coil impedances to the load imped-
ance of the source (for a start operation, the source is storage
unit 40; for a stop operation, which will be described later,
the source is also storage unit 40), and changing of the size
of air gaps between the magnetic elements of vehicle 1 and
magnetic coil assemblies 10. It is also recognized herein that
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the start and acceleration of vehicle 1 is effectively a
byproduct of the conversion and transfer of energy stored in
energy storage assembly 20 to kinetic energy for vehicle 1.

In an example embodiment, system 100 is operable to
recover energy from a moving vehicle 1 in a deceleration
and/or stopping operation. Energy recovery is achievable by
drawing/transferring the kinetic energy of moving vehicle 1
using magnetic coil assemblies 10, and converting the
kinetic energy using energy storage assembly 20 into energy
storable into storage unit 40. More specifically, as moving
vehicle 1 approaches the at least one magnetic coil assembly
10, the magnetic field of moving magnetic elements 2A and
2B induces an opposing magnetic field and an electric
current in the first of the at least one magnetic coil assem-
blies 10, thereby creating a reverse push (push in the
opposite direction of movement of the vehicle) onto vehicle
1 and causing vehicle 1 to decelerate. As the decelerated but
still moving vehicle 1 continues to move, the next adjacent
magnetic coil assembly 10 also become induced with an
opposing magnetic field and an electric current, thereby
creating additional reverse push onto vehicle 1 and causing
vehicle 1 to further decelerate. In an example embodiment,
this continues for subsequent adjacent magnetic coil assem-
blies 10 until the vehicle 1 comes to a stop. An electric
current is induced/generated by each of the induced mag-
netic fields in the at least one magnetic coil assemblies 10 in
their respective magnetic wire coils 12, and the generated
electric current is provided to storage unit 40. In example
embodiments, a transformer/rectifier unit 30 is provided
between magnetic coil assemblies 10 and energy storage
unit 40. It is recognized herein that the amount of recover-
able energy of an incoming moving vehicle 1 is directly
related to the speed, acceleration/deceleration, and mass of
vehicle 1 as it approaches the magnetic coil assemblies 10,
as represented in the following kinetic energy equation:

Kinetic Energy (KE)=Yomy?, (D

wherein m represents the mass of vehicle 1 and v repre-
sents the velocity/speed of vehicle 1 when vehicle 1 is
proximate to the point of energy transfer.

As such, in a deceleration and/or stopping operation, a
vehicle 1 such as a train or rollercoaster 1 approaching a
series of magnetic coil assemblies 10 at a high speed can
provide for significant energy recovery, as reflected in the
above equation, since the energy drawn/transferred, con-
verted, and recovered will be directly related to the speed,
acceleration/deceleration, and mass of vehicle 1. In a similar
manner, a train carrying very heavy cargo loads approaching
a series of magnetic coil assemblies 10 at even a lower speed
can also provide for significant energy recovery and storage,
as reflected in the above equation, since the energy recovery
will be directly proportional to the mass (and speed, accel-
eration/deceleration) of the wvehicle 1. Specifically, the
strength/magnitude of the induced magnetic fields and elec-
tric current at the magnetic coil assemblies will be related to
the amount of kinetic energy drawable/transferable from the
incoming moving vehicle 1.

It is recognized herein that the at least one magnetic coil
assemblies 10, which as described above are adjacently
positioned along route 50, can cooperate to achieve high
deceleration rates and quick stopping of the moving vehicle
1 so as to maximize energy recovery. This is achievable by
appropriately selecting system parameters and configura-
tions based on, among other things, required or anticipated
incoming speeds, deceleration rates, weight/size of cargo,
number of passengers, travel conditions (such as environ-
mental conditions), elevation changes, etc. Selectable sys-

25

35

40

45

10

tem parameters can include the number of operable mag-
netic elements in the vehicle, the number of magnetic units
in each magnetic element, the collective strength of each
magnetic element, the orientation and/or positioning of the
magnetic elements relative to each other, matching of mag-
netic coil impedances to the load impedance of the source
(for a stop operation, the source is storage unit 40; for a start
operation, the source is storage unit 40), and changing of the
size of air gaps between the magnetic elements of vehicle 1
and magnetic coil assemblies 10.

It is also recognized herein that the deceleration and
stopping of vehicle 1 in example embodiments are not a
result of friction, as implemented in conventional friction-
based braking systems. Rather, deceleration and stopping in
example embodiments are effectively a byproduct of the
transfer and conversion of kinetic energy of moving vehicle
1 to energy storable in energy storage assembly 20. In this
regard, example embodiments are operable to eliminate or
substantially reduce the undesirable effects inherent in con-
ventional friction-based braking systems, such as those
caused by environmental conditions, on the performance
and effectiveness of braking. A more significant advantage
of example embodiments over conventional friction-based
braking systems, however, includes the converting of kinetic
energy of moving vehicle 1 into storable energy for reuse in
starting and/or accelerating vehicle 1 or any other vehicle.

In example embodiments, a start operation, an accelera-
tion operation, a deceleration operation, and/or a stop opera-
tion can be implemented using the same system. In further
exemplary embodiments, an energy monitoring system can
be implemented that would provide a graphical illustration
to users and/or administrators of the vehicle system (such as
a roller coaster ride) of the energy being generated, con-
sumed, and/or saved, including the energy saved relative to
conventional systems, such as those incorporating only
conventional induction motor-based systems and a pure
friction braking system. In this way, the administrator can
fine-tune the operation of the system to maximize energy
savings, and the graphical energy displays presented to the
users can be used to build awareness of the energy savings
and to generate enthusiasm for alternative energy sources
and efficient systems.

FIG. 5 depicts an example embodiment of a fixed route
ground transportation system 100 formed in a closed-ended
manner. System 100 is operable to perform a start operation,
an acceleration operation, a deceleration operation, and/or a
stop operation using the same system 100.

In operation, the starting and/or accelerating of vehicle 1
of FIG. 5 is achievable by using the energy stored in storage
unit 40 to pass electric current through transformer/rectifier
unit 30 and onto magnetic coil assemblies 10. A magnetic
field is generated by magnetic coil assemblies 10 as a result
of the electric current. In an example embodiment, the
strength and/or direction of the magnetic field are adjustable
based on, among other things, the weight of the vehicle,
desired speed/acceleration, and/or expected route (such as
direction, elevation changes, environmental conditions,
etc.). In an example embodiment, the magnetic elements 2A
and 2B of vehicle 1 are also adjustable, moveable, and/or
positionable based on, among other things, the weight of the
vehicle, desired speed/acceleration, and/or expected route
(such as direction, elevation changes, environmental condi-
tions, etc.). In an example embodiment, the strength and/or
direction of the magnetic field generated by the magnetic
coil assemblies 10 and/or the magnetic strength and/or
direction of the magnetic field generated by magnetic ele-
ments 2A and 2B are adjustable in such a way that the
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magnetic fields of magnetic coil assemblies 10 and magnetic
elements 2A and 2B are opposing and may be of approxi-
mately the same strength/magnitude. As described earlier,
this opposing magnetic field effectively creates the repulsive
force necessary to start and/or accelerate vehicle 1 in a
specific direction.

Upon traversing the route 50 and returning back to the
point of origin, the magnetic field generated by magnetic
elements 2A and 2B is operable to induce magnetic coil
assemblies 10 to generate an opposing magnetic field and an
electric current. The opposing magnetic fields are operable
to push moving vehicle 1 in the opposite direction of motion,
thereby causing deceleration of vehicle 1. Subsequently
adjacent magnetic coil assemblies 10 that come under mag-
netic elements 2A and 2B as vehicle 1 continues to move
also become induced by the magnetic field of magnetic
elements 2A and 2B, and also generate opposing magnetic
fields (and an electric current) operable to further decelerate,
and eventually stop, vehicle 1. As described above, the
induced magnetic fields of the magnetic coil assemblies each
generate electric current storable in storage unit 40.

In example embodiments, a secondary or “end-of-line”
braking system (not shown), such as an eddy current braking
system, a friction-based braking system, or the like, is
operable to assist system 100 in bringing a substantially
decelerated vehicle 1 to a quick and complete stop. The
end-of-line braking system can be for use as a secondary/
emergency brake and/or to allow better stopping precision.
Such end-of-line braking systems can be utilized after
incoming vehicle 1 has been substantially decelerated by the
above example embodiments, that is, when most of the
kinetic energy from vehicle 1 has already been recovered.

It is recognized herein that system 100 of FIG. 5 is
operable to recover most or a substantial amount of the
energy expended in starting and accelerating vehicle 1
during the deceleration and stopping operation. Such recov-
ered energy is then available for use in starting and accel-
erating vehicle 1 (or other vehicles) in subsequent start
operations.

FIG. 6 depicts an example embodiment of a cooperation
of systems 100 and 200 along a fixed open-ended route, each
system operable to perform a start operation, an acceleration
operation, a deceleration operation, and/or a stop operation
using the same system. As shown, system 100 is operable to
start and accelerate vehicle 1 in the same manner as
described for system 100 of FIG. 5. System 200 is operable
to decelerate and stop incoming vehicle 1 in the same
manner as described for system 100 of FIG. 5. System 200
is also operable to start and accelerate stationary vehicle 1 in
the same manner, but opposite direction, as described for
system 100 of FIG. 5. As described above, reversing the
direction of travel at system 200 is achievable by reversing
the direction of the magnetic field generated by magnetic
coil assemblies 10. Reversing the direction of travel can also
be achievable in other ways, including adjusting, moving,
and/or positioning magnetic elements 2A and 2B of vehicle
1. As described earlier, the opposing magnetic fields effec-
tively create the repulsive force necessary to start and
accelerate vehicle 1 in the opposite direction and back
towards system 100.

FIG. 7 depicts an example embodiment of a cooperation
of systems 100, 300, 400 and 500 along a fixed closed-ended
route, each system operable to perform a start operation, an
acceleration operation, a deceleration operation, and/or a
stop operation using the same system. As shown, system 100
is operable to start and accelerate vehicle 1 in the same
manner as described for system 100 of FIG. 5. System 300
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is operable to decelerate and stop incoming vehicle 1 in the
same manner as described for system 100 of FIG. 5. System
300 is also operable to start and accelerate stationary vehicle
1 in the same manner as described for system 100 of FIG.
5. Systems 400 and 500 are operable to decelerate/stop and
subsequently start/accelerate vehicle in the same manner as
described for system 300. It is recognized herein that sys-
tems 100, 300, 400 and 500 of FI1G. 7 are operable to recover
most or a substantial amount of the energy expended by
another system in starting and accelerating vehicle 1. Such
recovered energy is then available for use in starting and/or
accelerating vehicle 1 (or other vehicles) in subsequent start
operations. It is also recognized that the direction of travel
of vehicle 1 between any of systems 100, 300, 400, and 500
can be reversed in a similar manner as described in system
200 of FIG. 6.

While various embodiments in accordance with the dis-
closed principles have been described above, it should be
understood that they have been presented by way of example
only, and are not limiting. Thus, the breadth and scope of the
example embodiments described herein should not be lim-
ited by any of the above-described exemplary embodiments,
but should be defined only in accordance with the claims and
their equivalents issuing from this disclosure. Furthermore,
the above advantages and features are provided in described
embodiments, but shall not limit the application of such
issued claims to processes and structures accomplishing any
or all of the above advantages.

Words of comparison, measurement, and timing such as
“at the time,” “equivalent,” “during,” “complete,” and the
like should be understood to mean “substantially at the
time,” “substantially equivalent,” “substantially during,”
“substantially complete,” etc., where “substantially” means
that such comparisons, measurements, and timings are prac-
ticable to accomplish the implicitly or expressly stated
desired result. Words relating to relative position of elements
such as “about,” “near,” “proximate to,” and “adjacent to”
shall mean sufficiently close to have a material effect upon
the respective system element interactions.

Additionally, the section headings herein are provided for
consistency with the suggestions under 37 C.F.R. 1.77 or
otherwise to provide organizational cues. These headings
shall not limit or characterize the invention(s) set out in any
claims that may issue from this disclosure. Specifically, a
description of a technology in the “Background” is not to be
construed as an admission that technology is prior art to any
invention(s) in this disclosure. Furthermore, any reference in
this disclosure to “invention” in the singular should not be
used to argue that there is only a single point of novelty in
this disclosure. Multiple inventions may be set forth accord-
ing to the limitations of the multiple claims issuing from this
disclosure, and such claims accordingly define the
invention(s), and their equivalents, that are protected
thereby. In all instances, the scope of such claims shall be
considered on their own merits in light of this disclosure, but
should not be constrained by the headings herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of recovering energy from a moving ground
transportation vehicle, the method comprising:

providing a stationary electromagnet;

generating, by a moving magnet mounted on a vehicle

moving relative to the stationary electromagnet, a first
magnetic field;

generating, by the moving magnet, an electric current and

a second induced magnetic field in the stationary elec-
tromagnet as the vehicle passes the stationary electro-
magnet, the first magnetic field and the second induced

2
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magnetic field opposing one another, the second
induced magnetic field having a direction perpendicu-
lar to a direction of travel of the vehicle; and

converting the electric current into energy storable in an
energy storage unit electrically coupled to the station-
ary electromagnet.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first magnetic field
and the second induced magnetic field are operable to create
a repulsive force.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the repulsive force is
operable to decelerate the vehicle.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first magnetic field
has a first magnitude and the second induced magnetic fields
has a second magnitude, the first and second magnitudes
being substantially equal.

#* #* #* #* #*

10

15

14



